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Tiruneelakanta Nayanar

[Kazhi Siva. Kannuswami Pillai, B. A.,]
(Dharmapuram—Adhina—Vidwan)

‘I AM THE DEVOTEE OF THE POTTER,

TIRUNEELAKANTAR’
—Sundarar.

{The Devas resolved to churn the milky sea and obtain nectar,
the Elixir of immortality. Vishnu, Brahma, Indra, and others (all except
Siva, the Lord Supreme) wet, tock into partnership the Asuras also,
adopted the Mount Meru as the churning staff and Snake Vasuki as the
churning rope, and with themselves at one end and the Asuras at the
other, set to work. Unable to withstand the suifering and pain, Vasuki
emitted the deadliest poison, Alakala Visham. The poisou began to spread
and burn with inexorable fury. 'The erstwhile white-coloured Vishnu turned
black and the Golden-hued Brabma turned swmoky-hued. Unable to
bear the devouring heat, the Tyevas eried and prayed to Lord Siva for
succour. Siva  appeared forthwith, drank the poison but retained it in
His throat, and became to be called TIRUNEELAKANTA (He of the Holy
Blue Throat). The Blue Throat showed poison indeed, but veally showered
ambrosia !}

In Chidambaran:, of Tillaivazh Anthanar fame, was
horn a potter of great renown. He was a devout worshipper
of Him who performed the dance of eternal wonder in Tillai,
Liord Nataraja. ¥le shunned untruth and led a life of
virtue. His sole aim was to be of service to the devotees
of Siva. A householder of the highest rectitude, he looked
upon the sacred ash, the holy Rudraksha beads, the
plaited hair, and the holy Five Letters as the real
worldly wealth. He had a peculiar attraction for the
Holy Blue Throat (The Tiruneelakantam) of the TLord,
as it portrayed the perennial grace of the Liord who
swallowed the poison in response to the wailing prayers
of the Devas, but actually retained it in His throat to
give succour to the whole world. Tiruneclakantam was
his Mantram. He stood and swore by that enchanting
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S

ally, Potter Tiru-

As a house-holder—he carried on his family profession
of potter and cheerfully presented earthen bowls to all
devotees of the Liord of Tillai. He was blessed with a
wife, who was the chastest of chaste women, and who
excelled in beauty even Goddess Lakshmi. What if?
Nayanar was in the prime of his youth and for once he
stepped into the wiles of youth’s indiscretion.

His wife came to know of it and her honour was
stung to the quick. On his return from the harlot’s
house, she sulked. She did not however fail to perform
her usual house—hold routine. The only thing she refrained
from, was partaking her husband’s bed. Nayanar, of ‘course,
tried to appease her, used all his persuasions and begged
to be excused. He failed. When he attempted to take
her in embrace, sharp came her stinging command,
“Touch us not, in the name of Tiruneelakantam!”

What did Nayanar hear? Tiruneelakantam' That
word of magic, above which he had held nothing more
sacred. Yes, that word acted like magic and brought
him to his senses. The great soul was whipped into
the greatest of resolves. “Touch US not, thou said; yes,
no more shall I touch thee or for the matter of that
any woman. 1 shall mpot even think of them in my
heart of hearts” rang forth the greatest of vows that
was cver undertaken by any mortal. From that day
forward, the two noble souls continited to reside together
as husband and wife in the same house, but never gave
even the slightest clue to the outside world that they
were actually living separate.

The two were in the prime of life; but faithfully
did they observe the vow taken in the name of
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Tiruncelakantam. Years rolled by. They grew old in age,
old in form, and old in their love of the TLiord and
service to is Devotees. And it pleased the Tiord, thab

their incomparable greatness should forthwith be revealed
to the world.

One day, the Liord assumed the garb of a Siva Yogi,
complete  with  a scanty white under cloth, ash-smeared
body, holy thread and shaggy hair. With an old earthen
begging bowl in his hand, Ile approached Nayanar’s
house.  Nayanar received 11im with all respect, attended
to 1lis needs and humbly submitted,

“My Lord! what shall T do for you?”

“We shall entrust this earthen Dbegging bowl to your
care. Give it back, when we come for it again. It is
a unique one. 1t has no rival. 1t purifies everything
thut gets into it. Tt is worth more than gold or precious
gems and should therefore be guarded with carc. Receive
this!” Nayanar bowed, received the bhowl and secured
it in a place he considered the safest. The Siva Yogi
took leave and returned to His abode.

Davs passed by and months. The Lord willed that
the bowl which he entrusted to our Nayanar should
disappear and it did. Is He not the one and only
supreme power that can give all and take all? He again
assumed the garb of the Siva Yogi, visited Nayanar’s house,
and claimed the bowl. Nayanar hurried in. The bow!
was not to be seen. He scarched in vain. It was strange!
He stood in dismay. “ Why delay?” asked the Holy
Visitor. Nayanar retvrned, prayed, and submitted, ©Oh
Sire with the holy thread! The covetable howl you had
given to me is missing from the place where I deposited

wite | Dhave searched everywhere, but I am not able to
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find it. Kindly permit me to replace it by a new and
better one and bear with me.”

Siva Yogi: What is it that you say? I demand
only the earthen bowl that I entrusted to you. I won’t
accept anything else even if 1t were to be made of
gold. Bring back the bowl that T entrusted for safe
custody! :

Nayanar: O Immortal Sire! That whith was entrusted
to me is missing. I have searched for it, but I have
not traced it so far. That is why I submit, I shall give a
well-made  bowl instead, that will last long. But you
are not kind enough to accept my offer. Your rejection
has stunned me.

Siva yogi: \What else can you do? You have appro-
pristed to yoursell the bowl that I entrusted to you.
You pretend that you arc innocent. Are you not
ashamed? T ah mnot going to leave you alone unless
I get back my bowl

Nayanar. No; truly I have mnot appropriated to
myself the bounteous bowl. What shall I do to prove

that I have never entertained even the shread of a thought
ol stealing ?

Siva yozi: Hold your son by the hand, bathe in
a sacred tank and utter the truth!

Nayanar: My Lord! I have no son to carry out
your kind behest. What else shall I do? Kindly speak !

Siva Yogi: Hold your chaste wife by the hand
aud bathe in the tank, then.

Nadear: Owing to a vow that is already subsisting
between myself and my wife, L am not in a position to
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hold my wile’s hand. If it will suffice, I shall bathe
alone and swear solemnly.

Siva Yogi: You hard-hearted man! Not only have
you mnot returned what I have given you but you now
refuse to take your wife by the hand and swear! I shall
present my case before the learned Assembly of the
Tillai-Vazh-Anthanar.

So saying, the Lord left and Nayanar followed
with a heart full of kindness and not of anger or chagrin.

The Tord appeared before the Assembly and laid
his complaint. “This potter has failed to return the bowl
I entrusted to him. If he has lost it, as he says, he
is not prepared to swear accordingly by lolding his wife
by the hand and bathing in a tank.”

Assembly: O DPotter! you arc a man of rectitude.
What is your answer ?

Nayanar: The bowl which this venerable accuser
entrusted to me, declaring it as the most valuable treasure
of treasures and which T faithfully secured in a safe
place has disappeared. 1 am not able to trace it.
This is the truth.

Assembly: If you have actually lost the bowl
that was entrusted to your care by this venerable gentleman
with* the sacred ashes, and if he demands that you shall
swear that you have lost it, by che ordeal of bath, holding
your wife’s hand, it is but proper that you must do so.

Nayanar. Even let it be so! 1 shall carry out
your decision to the best of my ability.

So declared Nayanar, as he was not prepared to
reveal the reason for not holding his wife by the hand.
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With the Siva Yogi, Nayanar rcpaired to his house, called
forth his wife and went to * Tirupuliswaram. There, he
took his bamboo walking stick, asked his wife to hold
one end of it, held the other end in his hand, and entered
into the holy tank in front of the temple.

The sagacious Yogi, however, detected the device and
protested. He cried, “Thou art not holding thy wife by
her hand!”

No more could Nayanar hold back his life’s secret.
He revealed the true facts of his case before all present
and then plunged into the tank with his wife.

Lo! the aged husband and wife who plunged into
the waters of the tank appeared back fully rejuvenated.
They looked like a fresh young bridal pair. The Devas
showered flowers on them.

By this time, the Siva Yogi has disappeared. High
above in the sky, Lord Siva, with His consort Parvathi
appeared on the Facred Bull. Both Nayanar and His
chaste wife saw, prayed, and danced in sheer joy. “Great
Souls that shine forth as the conquerors of the five
senses! TLive ye, always with wus in the full bloom of
rejuvenation!” spake the Dancer of Tillai, who in His
supreme act of all-pervading grace, Wwas always pleased
to visit the houses of His Devotees and reveal their

greatness (o the world.

* Now Known as Ilamai Akkinar Koil (@eremw
wre®ens Qamulev)
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Gleanings from Saiva Siddhanta
(Sri R. Sh&nmukhasundaﬁ'am Chettiar.)

(Continued from Page 190 of Malar II)
4. The Existence and Nature of the Self.

Through the medium of the principle of causality w¢
have endeavoured to find proof of the existence of God
Bupreme and we proceeded to find it from the known Universe
to the unknown God. In finding proof of the existence of the
self or soul, we shall havealso to proceed from the known
body or organism to the unknown soul Teo begin with,
- Sivajnana Munivar employs the following inference whlgk
may help us to have the true perspective of the subject.

An organism wich has the self is capable of
knowing or perceiving things.

An organism which has not the self is not capable
of knowing or perceiving things.

Therefore, the self is alone capable of knowing or
perceiving things.

In the rhythm of life, we find that there are five phases
of conscious states. They are waking, dream, deep sleep,
Thutiya or subconscious state, and Thuriatheetham or the
meost subconseious state, and in these states of life, conscious«
ness persists to exist. It is consciousness alone that determines
the self in the body. Descartes has for the basis, to find proof
of the self, the undeniableness of consciousness. We shall
now examine how in the waking state that the consciousneas
persists through.

The Madhyamikas, one of the four sects of Bhuddists
argue that the human organism consists of & body, sense
organs, and sensations. If each of these is negatived as non-self;



Gleakings from Baiva Siddhanta 19

R P
‘the state of. void, thus schieved, is the self. This procegs of
f!legatitm is an intellectnal process and it is within the
Understanding of something. It is an obvious truth that
#everything known implies a knower. That consciousness which
‘understands even the state of void is therefore the self and to
‘Bay even _this consciousness is void, it resembles a saying
that & mother, who begot a child, is barren.

The materialists assume that consciousness springs from
the combination of the material elements each of which is
_seyerally devoid of consciousness when they are transformed
/into the shape of & body. Thus according to this theory man
is only a body qualified by consciousness, and this consciousness
arises in the same way as the red colour is jproduced ovtof
betel, nu . At is nlso urged that when we say that we
.ve Jowing stout, we are reduced, we are men, weare brahmin,
we make reference to ourowa body and that the self is nothing

but the body.

Though we geuerally say we are growing stout, we are
reduced etc., ag operations of the self, these functions belong
only to-the body. We do not say, I am a body, I am an arm,
d,am a leg, but we express as my body, my &rm, my leg, and
80 forth. When we say my body, W€ mean two separate
entities and one of them belongs to the other. The body
belongs to me. Me represents an agent’s, and it is therefore
evident that the agent is the self and he is in possession of

the body.

It is interesting to study Sankara’s refutation of this
gory of muterialists. “One of the considerations which
kara brings forward agains materialism is that the bodily
‘afid the mental P s are not organically connected, as.18
;evident, from the facts of death, and dream. The materialist’s,
Egbﬁdlnéibﬁ, that the paychological processes are the qu‘(\litiqg“
ioF ‘the  bodyy is drswn from the fact of their concompittance;
-if the dommer bad been Organically pofudcted with the,
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